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The Cleveland Museum of Art Celebrates Contemporary Art with 
Special After Hours Event on Nov. 7 

Fast Forward to Highlight Works by Video Artist Bill Viola 


CLEVELAND (Oct. 16, 2003) — Tbe Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) will host Fast Forward, a special 
evening in celebration of contemporary art on Friday, Nov. 7 from 10 p.m. to 1 a.m, featuring tbe works of the 
world’s foremost video artists Bill Viola (b. 1951). The Museum will be open to visitors during this rare, after- 
hours event that will feature live music, films, technology, poetry and food and drink along with Viola’s works. 

The entire evening will be preceded with a lecture by Viola at 8:30 p.m. 

Admission to the party is $10; $20 for both the party and the Viola lecture, $10 for students with valid 
college ID. 

The evening will also allow a special opportunity to see the Museum’s newest special exhibitions. 

Drawing Modern: Works from the Agnes Gund Collection and Jasper Johns: Numbers (on view through Jan. 

11, 2004) without paying the regular admission price of $7. 

The full line-up of entertainment for the evening includes: 

• Art: See two new major exhibitions in the Museum’s North Gallery - Drawing Modern: Works from 
the Agnes Gund Collection and Jasper Johns: Numbers. Or browse video works by contemporary 
artist Aernout Mik in the Project 244 gallery and the Museum’s permanent collection will be open for 
the evening. 

• Film: View short films by video artist Bill Viola in the Museum’s recital hall. Films on view include 
Migration, “Four Songs”: Junkyard Levitation, Songs of Innocence, The Space Between the Teeth and 
Truth through Mass Individuation, The Morning after the Night of Power, Sweet Light, Chott el- 
Djerid, The Reflecting Pool, Moonblood, Silent Life, Ancient of Days and Vegetable Memory. A 
videotape of Viola’s 8:30 p.m. lecture will also be shown at 11:30 p.m. 

• Music: Local Cleveland band Soul Samba will perform throughout the evening in the Museum’s 
North Lobby and House music by Shinkoyo featuring Severiano Martinez will be in the Interior 
Garden Court. 

• Technology: Interactive multimedia created by Cleveland Institute of Art students throughout the 
Contemporary Galleries. 
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• Poetry: Poetry readings in the Still Lifes Cafe, part of the NIA Coffee House. Readings hy Kelly 
Harris, Michael Salinger and music from Rare Blend. 

• Food and Drink: Cash har with heer and wine, sushi in the Museum’s Asian Lohhy and entrees in the 
Museum’s Still Lifes Cafe. 

Considered one of the world’s leading video artists, Viola has created videotapes, architectural video 
installations, sound environments, electronic music performances and works for television broadcast for more than 
30 years. Viola’s videos utilize state-of-the-art technologies that immerse the viewer in image and sound and are 
distinguished hy their precision and direct simplicity. 

Since the early 1970s, Viola has utilized video to explore sense and perception as an avenue to self- 
knowledge. Throughout his career, Viola has played a significant role in the establishment of video as a legitimate 
form of contemporary art and in doing so, has helped to expand its scope in terms of technology, content and 
historical reach. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art, located at 11150 East Blvd. in University Circle, is one of America’s 
leading comprehensive Museums. Its permanent collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 
6,000 years. The museum is a significant international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For 
more information on the Museum, its holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 
www.ClevelandArt.org . 
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